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On 5  October 2021, Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated 

‘Azadi@75 – New Urban India: Transforming Urban Landscape’ Conference-

cum-Expo in Lucknow. The grand event was organised as part of ‘Azadi ka 

Amrit Mahotsav’. Union Ministers Shri Rajnath Singh, Shri Hardeep S Puri, 

Shri Mahendra Nath Pandey, Shri Kaushal Kishore were present. Hon’ble 

Governor of Uttar Pradesh Smt Anandiben Patel and Hon’ble Chief Minister of 

Uttar Pradesh Shri Yogi Adityanath also graced the occasion.

Three exhibitions, namely ‘New Urban India’,‘Indian Housing Technology 

Mela’ (IHTM) and ‘UP@75: Transforming Urban Landscape in Uttar Pradesh’, 

were set-up in the Conference-cum-Expo.

Hon’ble Prime Minister digitally handed over the keys of Pradhan Mantri 

Awas Yojana -Urban (PMAY-U) houses to 75,000 bene�ciaries in 75 districts 

of Uttar Pradesh and also interacted virtually with three bene�ciaries of the 

scheme in Uttar Pradesh. 

Hon'ble Prime Minister inaugurates 'Azadi@75 – New Urban India: 
Transforming Urban Landscape' Conference-cum-Expo in Lucknow

Hon’ble Prime Minister’s address at inauguration of ‘Azadi@75 - New Urban India’ event  
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Hon’ble Prime Minister greets the audience at ‘Azadi@75 - New Urban India’ event  



While addressing the gathering, Hon’ble Prime 

Minister extended an invitation to the people of 

Lucknow city and from various parts of the 

country to attend the Conference-cum-Expo 

and be a part of witnessing transforming Urban 

India.

"Since 2014, our Government has approved the 

construction of more than 1.13 crore houses in 

cities under PM Awas Yojana. Out of this, more 

than 50 lakh houses have been built and handed 

over to the poor," Hon’ble Prime Minister said.

He further spoke about how the Mission is 

promoting women empowerment by giving 

houses in the name of women bene�ciary or 
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thInaugural session of ‘Azadi@75 - New Urban India’ Confrence-cum-Expo on 5  October 2021 at Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

joint ownership. “I am also happy that of the 

houses being given under the PM Awas Yojana in 

the country, the ownership of more than 80 

percent of them is with women or they are joint 

owners,” Hon’ble Prime Minister added.

The Conference-cum-Expo was a 3-day event. It 
th

was open for public from 6  October and saw 

huge participation.
th

The Valedictory Session was held on 7  October in 

the august presence of Shri Ashutosh Tandon, 

Hon’ble Minister, Urban Development, Uttar 

Pradesh, Shri Rajendra Kumar Tiwari, 

Chief Secretary, Govt of Uttar 

Pradesh and Dr. Rajneesh Dube, 

Additional Chief Secretary, Urban 

Development Department, Govt of 

Uttar Pradesh.



Shri Kuldip Narayan joins as JS&MD, Housing for All 

Shri Kuldip Narayan took charge as Joint Secretary & Mission Director (JS&MD), Housing for All. Shri Narayan is an IAS o�cer from 

2005 batch borne in Bihar Cadre. He has done B.Tech in Mechanical Engineering from IIT Kanpur. Shri Narayan has served as the PS 

to MoS,  Environment, Forest & Climate Change.

He has served as the District Magistrate of Madhubani, Gopalganj, Chhapra and Munger. Shri Narayan also held the charge of 

Municipal Commissioner, Patna. He is the recipient of Satyendra K. Memorial Award for his efforts to promote probity and 

transparency in public service and exemplary dedication in maintaining the highest professional integrity in upholding human 
thvalues. Shri Kuldip Narayan assumed the charge of JS&MD, HFA, on October 14  2021.

Glimpses from PMAY(U) Exhibition

Glimpses from Indian Housing Technology Mela



Hon'ble Prime Minister's interaction with PMAY(U) bene�ciaries

A building can be made from bricks and stones, but it cannot 
necessarily be called a house. But that building becomes a 
home when the dream of every member of the family is 
attached to it, there is belongingness, and the family members 
are working wholeheartedly for a goal. We gave complete 
freedom to beneciaries right from the design of the house to 
the construction. They can build their houses as they wish.

At the 'Azadi@75 – New Urban India' event, Hon'ble Prime Minister 

interacted with three PMAY(U) bene�ciaries from three cities of Uttar 

Pradesh. 

Smt Vimlesh of Agra informed the Hon'ble Prime Minister that she got 

bene�t under PMAY(U), as well as other schemes related to gas 

cylinder, toilet, electricity, water connection and ration card, etc. The 

Hon'ble Prime Minister asked her to take advantage of Government 

schemes and educate her children, especially her daughters.

Interacting with Smt Ram Janki Pal of Kanpur, Hon'ble Prime 

Minister asked her whether she got bene�ts from Svamitva 

Yojana. The bene�ciary informed that she availed a loan of 

`10,000 and invested that in her business. The Hon'ble 

Prime Minister also asked her to increase digital 

transactions in her business.

Hon'ble Prime Minister also interacted with Smt Babita of Lalitpur on her 

source of livelihood income He said the Jan Dhan account helped in 

transferring the money directly to the bene�ciaries and technology 

helps the poor the most. He also asked Smt Babita to avail bene�ts of 

Svamitva Yojana. 
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Hon’ble Prime Minister interacts with PMAY(U) bene�ciary - Smt Vimlesh from Agra

Hon’ble Prime Minister interacts with PMAY(U) bene�ciary - Smt Ram Janki Pal from Kanpur

Hon’ble Prime Minister interacts with PMAY(U) bene�ciary - 

Smt Babita from Lalitpur



About the Conference-cum-Expo

The Conference-cum-Expo was organised by the Ministry of 
th th

Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) from 5  to 7  October 2021 and 

was themed on transforming urban landscape with speci�c 

focus on the transformative changes brought about in Uttar 

Pradesh. 

Three exhibitions were set-up in the Conference-cum-Expo, as 

under:

1.  National Exhibition titled 'New Urban India', showcasing the 

achievements and future projections of the transformative 

Urban Missions. This exhibition highlighted the achievements 

under Flagship Urban Missions in the past seven years and 

projections for the future.

2.  Under Global Housing Technology Challenge-India (GHTC-India), 

an exhibition on 75 Innovative Construction Technologies, named 

'Indian Housing Technology Mela' (IHTM) showcased domestically 

developed indigenous and innovative construction technologies, 

materials and processes which could be useful for Bene�ciary Led 

Construction (BLC) houses under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-

Urban (PMAY-U) and other low & mid-rise houses.

3.  An exhibition to showcase performance of Uttar Pradesh under the 

Flagship Urban Missions and future projections as UP@75 themed 

'Transforming Urban Landscape in Uttar Pradesh' was at display.

At IHTM, 79 technologies, covering different aspects of construction of low 

to medium height houses, were showcased. Participants at IHTM 

displayed wide range of technology like innovation in cement and 

concrete, environment-friendly and employment generating indigenously 

developed bamboo corrugated roo�ng sheets and ridge cap & bamboo 

wood; Block made from crop residues and industrial waste of �y ash, lime 

sludge and slags from steel industry; pre-cast clay hollow blocks made of 

silt and industrial waste, insulated roo�ng and walling components, 

integrated cost effective precast concrete solutions; Light gauge steel 

structural systems; Stay in place formwork system; Innovating door 

system; New generation waterproo�ng and construction chemicals; 

earthquake resistant con�ned masonry. Many of these technologies have 

great potential to be used across the country for construction of low to 

medium height houses including individual houses constructed under 

Bene�ciary Led Construction (BLC) vertical of PMAY(U). IHTM displayed 

Compressed Stabilized Mud Block system from Auroville, Puducherry; on 

the other, it demonstrated Robotic Block laying machine developed by a 

Start-up from Hyderabad.

These technologies were evaluated by a Technical Evaluation Committee 

(TEC) set up by MoHUA for their technical parameters and further use in 

�eld.

IHTM participants were from across the country-from private and 

Government sectors; Representatives of technology providers of proven 

and potential technologies; Manufacturers, building centres, innovators 

from IITs, R&D institutes; State/ Urban Local Bodies, implementing 

agencies of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) and agencies involved in 

six Light house Projects (LHPs) initiated in six different States as a part of 

Global Housing Technology Challenge-India (GHTC-India). The foundation 

stone of LHPs was laid by Hon'ble Prime Minister on 1st January 2021.

Hon’ble Prime Minister visits to the exhibition area at the ‘Azadi@75 - New Urban India’ expo 

Hon’ble Prime Minister visits PMAY(U) stall at the Expo.

Hon’ble Prime Minister visits to the exhibition area at the ‘Azadi@75 - New Urban India’ expo 



Following the inaugural event, parallel sessions with experts and prominent speakers 

were held at the Conference-cum-Expo. Some of the topic of discussions were Water 

Secure Cities, Mainstreaming Innovative Construction Technologies for Low & Mid-

Rise Houses, Urban Transformation through Smart City Campaigns, India's Metro Rail 

System: At 100 years of Independence, Slum Free Cities, Inclusive Housing, 

Strengthening RERA to promote the Real Estate Sector, Smart City Operation Centres 

and Partnering with Market Leaders - Facilitating Livelihood in a Digital Economy 

among others. The experts from the respective �elds were invited to discuss and 

share their learnings on the different topics for a better view and perspective in 

taking the Missions forward.

On Day 1, a session was hosted on 'Mainstreaming Innovative Construction 

Technologies for Low & Mid-Rise Houses'. Discussions and deliberations were made 

on use of innovative building materials, processes and technologies in the 

construction sector and on strategy for standardization, propagation, demonstration 

and construction using indigenous/innovative technologies. Building 

entrepreneurship and mainstreaming innovations in the construction sector 

specially for low and mid-rise construction was also discussed. Shri Surendrakumar 

Bagde, Additional Secretary, MoHUA, Padma Shri Prof. G. Shankar, Founder & Chief 

Architect of Habitat Technology Group, Dr. N. Gopala Krishnan, Director, Central 

Building Research Institute (CBRI), Dr. Winfried Damm, Cluster Coordinator, GIZ, Dr. 

Shailesh Kr. Agrawal, Executive Director, Building Materials and Technology 

Promotion Council (BMTPC), Prof. Meher Prasad A., IIT Madras were the esteemed 

panellists for the session.

Another parallel session included discussions on Strengthening RERA to promote the 

Real Estate Sector. MoHUA created a platform for all industry leaders with 

representatives from NAREDCO, CREDAI and various other industry leaders, along 

with research �rms to share learnings, different aspects of 

RERA and how it will develop the real estate sector. 

Shri Surendrakumar Bagde, Additional Secretary, MoHUA, 

attended the session along with Shri Dinesh Kapila, 

Economic Advisor (Housing), MoHUA, Shri Rajan Bandelkar, 

President, NAREDCO, Shri Rajive Kumar, Chairperson, UP 

RERA, Shri Harsh Vardhan Patodia, President, CREDAI.

Know about the Parallel Sessions held at Conference-cum-Expo in Lucknow

Shri Surendrakumar Bagde , Additional Secretary (H&V), MoHUA and other

o�cals discussed on Strengthening RERA to promote the Real Estate Sector 

Shri Surendrakumar Bagde , Additional Secretary, (H & V), MoHUA and other o�cals discussed on Marketing Strategies for Innovative Construction Technologies in the Construction Sector  



On Day 2, a seminar on 'Inclusive Housing' under ‘Awas Par Samvaad‘ 

initiative of PMAY(U) was held. Shri Amrit Abh�at, Principal Secretary, 

Government of Uttar Pradesh and former JS&MD (HFA), Shri Suvasish Das, 

Director, MoHUA, Shri Sanjay Joshi, Additional Senior G.M, HDFC, Dr Sejal 

Patel, Professor, CEPT University, Ms B�al Brahambhatt, Director SEWA 

Housing Trust, Dr Partha Mukhopadyay, Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy 

Research and Ms Vandana Sehgal, Dean, Faculty of Architecture, Dr. A.P.J. 

Abdul Kalam Technical University. In line with Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, 75 

workshops under ‘Awas Par Samvaad’, have been held across States/ UTs to 

discuss & share learnings on housing and various themes surrounding it.

Another parallel session on Slum Free Cities was also hosted. Shri Surendrakumar Bagde, Additional Secretary, MoHUA, Shri G Mathivathnam, 

Commissioner and Secretary, Govt of Odisha, Shri Anooj Kaur, Manager, PMIDC, Punjab, Shri Dinesh Kapila, Economic Advisor (Housing), MoHUA 

discussed as to how various States have dealt with slum redevelopment. The experience of Odisha Government on land rights to 1.75 lakh slum 

dwellers under JAGA mission, and similar model of Punjab Government of giving land titles was shared.

At the session on Innovative Construction Technologies in the Construction Sector, brainstorming was done, and ideas were delivered on how 

technology providers of innovative construction technologies can be connected with developers and academicians for wider reach of the 

same. Basically, how market opportunities can be provided to them was the core of the discussion. Shri Surendrakumar Bagde, Additional 

Secretary, MoHUA, chaired the session while the noted panellists were Prof. Ravi Sinha - IIT Bombay, Prof. Meher Prasad - IIT Madras.

Shri Amrit Abh�at, Principal Secretary, Govt. of Uttar Pradesh and other panelists at ‘Awas Par Samvaad’ Session 

Shri Surendrakumar Bagde Additional Secretary (H&V), MoHUA and other o�cals at ‘Slum Free Cities’ Session 



PMAY(U) Podcast released on MyGov

A series of PMAY(U) Podcast has been released on MyGov portal where in 

Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, MoHUA, discusses the journey of Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana – Urban and other urban missions being implemented by 

Ministry of Housing and Urban Affair.

In pursuance of the Government's vision of ‘Housing for All’ by 2022, Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs is implementing Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban 
th(PMAY-U) since 25 June 2015 for providing assistance to States/ Union Territories 

(UTs) in addressing the housing shortage of the eligible people in urban areas. 

The Mission, which is being implemented through four verticals, has sanctioned 

the entire assessed demand of 1.12Cr houses in urban areas, out of which, 89 lakh 

houses are grounded, for construction and 52 lakh houses have been completed/ 

delivered to the bene�ciaries so far.

Additional Secretary (H&V), 
MoHUA visits Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh

Shri Surendrakumar Bagde, Additional Secretary, (H&V), 

MoHUA, visited the houses constructed under PMAY(U) and 
th

interacted with the families of bene�ciaries on 9  October 2021, 

in Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh.

More than 17 lakh houses have been sanctioned in Uttar 

Pradesh under the Mission; out of which 9.33 lakh houses have 

been completed and delivered to the bene�ciaries and the 

remaining are at various stages of construction.

The time period of PMAY-U Awards 2021 - 100 Days Challenge has 
th

been revised. The extended period of challenge is now till 19  

November 2021 & it has been renamed as PMAY-U Awards 2021 - 

150 Days Challenge. The PMAY(U) Awards 2021 has been launched 

as a challenge to encourage a healthy competition among 

States/UTs/ULBs for successful implementation of the Mission 

and to recognise their best performance. It has been strategized 

through Challenge for performance against pre-de�ned 

indicators with emphasis on grounding, completion, occupancy of 

houses and declaration of 'Housing for All' (HFA) achieved 

Cities/States/UTs'.

'PMAY(U) Awards 2021 - 
100 Days Challenge' Extension Alert!

Shri Surendrakumar Bagde Additional Secretary, H & V, MoHUA visited in Firozabad, Uttar Pradesh
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